Students Witness Pagan Temple Service b y George Meeker, Jr.
How strange it is to enter a place of worship-a heathen temple-to see hid​eous images of dragons and elephants and to watch people bow in prayer to idols of human beings whom they have deified!

This was the unusual experience that Herman Hoeh, Calvin Allen and I had while visiting a Buddhist Temple in the Japanese district of Los Angeles.

Before entering the oriental-looking temple, we had the feeling that we were being secretly watched; but this was soon changed because the Japanese wor​shippers were very courteous and cordial 10 us. One woman talked to us for some time explaining the birth and develop​ment of the Buddhist religion and the significance and purpose of the elaborate golden altar, which, we were told, was imported from Japan.

Buddhism, like Christianity, so-called, and other non-Christian religions, is broken up into many sects of different schools of thought; but Buddhists are more tolerant of one another's view​point than are most Protestants and Catholics.

We noticed that the Buddhists in this country have been exposed to western customIs, and the American way of life has affected their temple services. The Buddhists do not have any special day for worship; however, they hold their religious services on Sunday because it is the nwst convenient day, being the workers' day off. Even in Japan Sunday has conic to be the working man's day off. Their special holydays are the birth​day of the Buddha, who founded Bud​dhism, the birthday of the founder of their particular school of philosophy and New Year's day. Christmas gifts are ex​changed by them but only because Christmas Day falls so close to New Years.

The Buddhist service is similar to one in a Protestant church, consisting main​ly of an ordinary sermon in Japanese or English and the singing of songs. But the altar of this particular temple is similar to those found in Catholic churches. It consists of three altars, two small ones dedicated to Buddhist phi​losophers, and a larger altar in the center dedicated to Buddha, the founder of the religion. The smaller one which we saw on the right is dedicated to the founder of this particular school of thought and the one to the left is dedicated to the rejuvenator of Buddhism in Japan, where the headquarters for Buddhism found in the United States is located. The leader of this Japanese Buddhist sect or church is called the Lord Abbot. Further down in the ranks there are offices headed by Bishops and finally down to the lay priests who have the title of Reverend.

While talking to the priest we ob​served that he was wearing a stole around his neck and was holding a ros​ary in his hand. The priest told us the rosary, stole and incense burning have been carried down by tradition since centuries before the birth of Jesus. It is interesting here to compare pagan prac​tices of worship with the Catholic Church procedure of today.

Five hundred years before Christ, Buddha, who lived in India, recognized the world was filled with ills, worrying and suffering. By human effort he re​solved to find the cause of suffering and the way to escape it. His conclusions be​came the philosophy of Buddhism.

If it had been possible for man to find the answer to the cause of suffering and troubles then God would had no purpose in revealing to us His knowl​edge, His way of life and the means to overcome pit-falls in this world.

Buddha, however, with his own hu​man reasoning gave to the world a sup​posed way of escape from troubles. The answer was a state of nothingness, an​nihilation or a condition where matter and the senses ceases to exist.

Man can never reason above the mind in him and thus cannot reason out spirit​ual laws when he is only physical. We must confess that we need a revelation from God explaining how his laws op​erate to bring sorrow, unhappiness and illness on us when we break them and the blessings when we obey them.
